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Exhibitions, News & Events

EXHIBIT CAFE

Our shop holds a fabulous range of product to choose from and we continue to 
add new items. Whether you are looking for a gift, wanting to send something 
overseas or buy a treat for yourself, there is something for everyone. 

We believe there are some wonderful choices for all occasions, so do come and 
have a look. As always, the museum continues to support local artists including 
Seymour May, Julia Gould and Michael Stammers. All purchases at the museum 
shop provide funding for the museum so not only can you buy a fabulous present, 
but also support the museum at the same time. Friends of the Museum receive a 
10% discount on all purchases (excluding sales).

SHOP

Great coffee, teas, smoothies, and freshly prepared food.  Exhibit Café is open for 
morning tea and lunch.  Enjoy fresh and seasonal counter food or select from the 
blackboard menu.  Gluten free and vegetarian options also available on request. 
Enjoy the sun on the deck with views of the river and park, or inside all year round 
in air-conditioned comfort.

Exhibit Cafe also offers catering services.

10% discount for Friends of the Museum
Opening hours:  9.00am to 2.00pm Monday to Friday
	           Saturday, Sunday closed
Open during the holiday period. Closed on statutory holidays.

For café enquiries, bookings and 
catering contact:
Brenda Reid at  Tairāwhiti Museum on 
(06) 867 3832 ext 812
Mob: 027 765 5509 
email: the_reidz@hotmail.co.nz

H B WILLIAMS MEMORIAL LIBRARY
FROM THE DIRECTOR

You can now purchase museum publications from our new online shop.
www.tairawhitimuseum.org.nz

 TAIRĀWHITI MUSEUM ENDOWMENT FUND

www.tairawhitimuseum.org.nz

 CONNECT AND SHARE WITH US ONLINE

@tairawhitimuseumgisborne	

www.tairawhitimuseum.org.nz

Review us on TripadvisorTairāwhiti Museum

tairawhiti_museum #tairawhitimuseum

Thank you to our exhibition preview sponsors

Search the museum collection online 
www.collection.tairawhitimuseum.org.nz/explore

Please sign up to our e-news, check our website or follow us on our social media 
pages for the most up-to-date information on museum events.  

 UPCOMING EVENTS

Tairāwhiti Museum has established an endowment fund with The Sunrise 
Foundation to support collection development and care. We are grateful to 
Michael and Ann Muir for making a donation to establish the fund; and to Les 
McGreevy, who when he passed away in 2019 left a generous bequest to the 
museum which has now also been transferred to the fund.

Any donation you make will be invested, protected and grown each year, with 
surplus investment income granted back to the museum annually.  If you would 
like more information call Glenda at the Sunrise Foundation 06 867 7939 or visit 
www.sunrisefoundation.org.nz or www.tairawhitimuseum.org.nz. 

“The store of knowledge is by no means exhausted, but unless each generation 
restudies and rewrites the past for itself, history will either be lost or continue in a 
state of flux.”

These are the wise words of the late Rongowhakaata Halbert, the first Chairman of 
the Māori Committee of the Gisborne Art Gallery and Museum in 1955. These words 
continue to inspire our thinking about the present as we continue to forge our 
pathway into the future.

In the previous museum newsletter, I acknowledged the respective relationships 
that enabled the museum to complete significant sections of the renewal of 
our museum’s roof. This work has also enabled us to achieve some great recent 
highlights.

In July, we shared an amazing Matariki experience with Te Aitanga a Hauiti through 
the opening of Hinematioro – He Ihu Tō Mai Nō Te Pō, an exhibition curated by 
Michelle Kerr and guided by the leadership of Victor Walker. Tairāwhiti Museum staff 
had the privilege of assisting with the aspirations of this exhibition, which has been 
a once-in-a-lifetime experience.

Not only were we able to display Te Pou o Hinematioro, recently repatriated from 
Tübingen University Museum in Germany, but also display it alongside Hinematioro 
from Pākarae (in Whāngārā), currently on loan from Auckland War Memorial 
Museum. These two significant taonga are embraced by other relevant taonga and 
artworks. We intend that this exhibition will remain on long term display.

We also recently transferred a waka kōiwi to Auckland War Memorial Museum that 
had been in our care since 1971. Our understanding is that this taonga originated 
from Hokianga, and the purpose of the transfer is to undertake provenance research 
with the assistance of Auckland War Memorial Museum, drawing on their expertise, 
connections and relationships. The intention is to assist with the full repatriation of 
this taonga to its place of origin.

This transfer, and the journey of return for this taonga, has been many years in the 
making and represents a significant achievement. While requests for our Tairāwhiti 
taonga to be repatriated are important, it is equally important to reciprocate that 
same concept when we hold taonga that do not belong here.

Our most recent highlight is the refresh and reopening of our Ngā Waipūpū – 
Watersheds exhibition at the end of August. The roof works and the relocation of 
taonga during this period enabled us to refresh this space. A significant gateway 
figure and feature is the tekoteko and kōruru from Te Poho o Rāwiri Marae, currently 
on loan from Hawke’s Bay Museum for the purpose of provenance research.

Please come along to the museum, visit this amazing exhibition, and enjoy the new 
carpet in the Concourse areas as well.

Last but not least, I would like to acknowledge our amazing Tairāwhiti Museum 
staff. While we have achieved some amazing things this year to date, including the 
highlights I have mentioned, none of these would have been possible without the 
heart, dedication and hard work of our kaimahi and everyone who has supported 
us throughout this time.

Therefore, I would like to end with a quote I’ve recently coined:
“While taonga are important, relationships are taonga.”

Ngā mihi nui me ngā manaakitanga
Tapunga Nepe

Winter has a way of reminding us who we are on the East Coast. 

For many library members, getting out and about during the colder months can 
be challenging. Yet whether you prefer to browse the shelves in person or borrow 
from the comfort of an armchair, the library remains open in more ways than one. 
Alongside our physical collections, we offer a growing range of digital resources 
that bring reading, information and entertainment directly into your home.

NewsBank
For readers who like to keep a finger on the pulse of current events, NewsBank 
Access New Zealand provides online access to some of the country's most 
respected news publications. Explore coverage from the New Zealand Herald, The 
Dominion Post, Sunday Star-Times, and selected articles from the Gisborne Herald, all 
in one convenient place.

Beamafilm

For lovers of cinema, Beamafilm offers a thoughtfully curated collection of 
acclaimed international, Australasian and independent films. From award-winning 
documentaries to compelling dramas and engaging series, there is always 
something new to discover, with fresh titles added regularly.

Tekoteko, featured in the refurbished Ngā Waipūpū – Watersheds exhibition 
                                                                                       Courtesy of Hawke's Bay Museum

Libby

If you've ever wished your library could fit in your pocket, meet Libby. This free app 
allows library card holders to borrow eBooks, eAudiobooks and digital magazines 
wherever they are. There are no late fees, no return dates to remember, and books 
simply return themselves when the loan period ends.

ComicsPlus

For younger readers, and for adults who know that great stories come in many 
forms, ComicsPlus provides unlimited access to thousands of graphic novels, 
manga and picture books. Available 24 hours a day, seven days a week, there are no 
holds, no waiting lists and no borrowing limits.

Whether you're seeking reliable information, your next great read, a memorable 
film, or a story to share with the tamariki in your life, these digital collections are 
ready whenever you are.

Discover all of these resources at www.gpl.govt.nz

Nau mai, haere mai. The library is always open to you, whatever the weather.



EXHIBITIONS AND EVENTS : September 2026 - November 2026

Places and Faces

Long-term Exhibitions

Watersheds | Ngā Wai Pupū
Encounter famous people, 
significant events, interesting places 
and wonderful objects that tell the 
stories of arrival, survival, struggle 
and transformation which have 
shaped Tairāwhiti.

Te Moana Maritime Gallery
Glimpse into 1000 years of maritime 
myths, legends, stories and 
development in the Tairāwhiti East 
Coast region.

The Star of Canada 
Explore the two-storied wheel-
house and captain’s cabin of the Star 
of Canada, a cargo steamer wrecked 
on rocks on the Gisborne foreshore 
on 23 June 1912.

Wyllie Cottage 
Visit Wyllie Cottage, the oldest 
European house still standing in the 
Gisborne area. Recently restored 
with new displays.

Kāhui Tara - Ngaire Tuhua

New Old

Every month the museum receives 
generous offers of material to be 
added to it’s collections.  New Old is a 
cross section of some of the historic 
photographs the museum has had 
donated over the last five years. We 
have made a selection to show the 
broad variety of images that have
extend our already diverse collection.

Fred Foster found a way to make 
a dollar. Well pre-decimal pounds 
actually. His plan was to learn how to 
use a camera and make photographs. 
That accomplished he took his 
camera and his sale like charms to 
his neighbourhood. Knocking on the 
doors of homes, many newly built, he 
would talk the lady of the house into 
have her and her family photographed 
in front of their home.

This exhibition displays the results of 
those whom posed for Foster in the 
early 1900s.

Friends of  Tairāwhiti Museum

Te Pou o Hinematioro – 
He Ihu tō mai nō te Pō

This exhibition celebrates the return 
to Te Aitanga a Hauiti of the Pou o 
Hinematioro.  The pou left Ūawa in 
1769 on board the Endeavour, and 
after many years in private collections, 
became part of the Ethnological 
Collection of the University of Tübingen.

The pou was exhibited in 1977, but 
it was not until 1996 that the curator 
Volker Harms was able to identify 
it.  Now fully aware of the pou’s 
importance, he set about making its 
whereabouts known.   

In 2008 a Toi Hauiti delegation made 
contact with Harms, and travelled to 
Tübingen to reunite with their ancestor.  
This was the beginning of an extensive 
relationship building exercise, enabling 
connections, networks, influences 
and strong bonds.  Te Aitanga a Hauiti 
travelled to Europe again in 2009 and 
2011, and in 2019 Hinematioro was 
welcomed back to Ūawa, after which 
she was displayed in the Tairāwhit 
Museum as part of the Tū te Whaihanga 
exhibition, along with other taonga 
which had left on board the Endeavour 
in 1769.  At the end of the exhibition, 
Hinematioro returned to Germany, 
but the connection between Hauiti 
and Tübingen was maintained.  This 
culminated in a jointly curated 
exhibition, Te Pou o Hinematioro 
(2025-26), at Hohentübingen Castle.  
Kaitiakitanga of the pou was formally 
handed over on 29 March 2026, and 
Hinematioro returned home, this time 
for good.

Te Pou o Hinematioro

Kāhui Tara 
Ngaire Tuhua

18 July 2026 – 11 October 2026

Gisborne Artists, Potters and 
Photographers’ Annual exhibition.
Lysnar House Studios 
50th anniversary
29 August 2026 – 15 November 2026
Opens 5:30pm 28 August 2026

Floating Images
Susan Holmes

1 August 2026 – 1 November 2026

Through my experiences of becoming, 
these works held a space suspended 
in time where I could retreat, dream, 
contemplate, and learn.

Kāhui Tara is a visual articulation 
of whakaaro formed through the 
imagining of Takapau: a style of peha 
design created uniquely and exclusively 
for wahine. This exhibition serves as a 
doorway into its existence, reiterating 
kōrero tuku iho that speak to the 
transformative transitions wahine 
experience throughout their lives, and 
the whakapapa carried within those 
moments of becoming.

These works would not exist without 
the aroha of my whānau, Tohunga Tā 
Derek Lardelli, te whānau whānui o 
Toihoukura, and the wahine who have 
contributed to the whare tangata 
presented here.  E aku rangatira, kua 
whakairihia ake taku manawa ki runga 
hei tāwharau i o rahi, kia tae rawa te wā 
ka huri te rau ōue.

Kei ngā mana whaktiketike, whakaeke 
mai ki te poho o tōkū whare o koronga 
i te whatu.

Piki mai, kake mai, whakatau mai rā.

About ten years ago when I was 
travelling in Tasmania with a group 
of textile artists, I  was lucky enough 
to be given a gossamer-light bundle 
of exquisite flax paper that had been 
hand-made in a Mark Lander workshop. 
At the time I had no idea what I could 
do with it and stashed it away among 
other treasures until 'later'. Well time is 
running out and it was calling to me .... 
So, what I've done is dare to cut it and 
paint on it with India ink...

The paintings arising are random 
images that I've either sketched or 
captured on my phone over the years. 
They are like thoughts, ephemeral but 
recurring and developing. They express 
my joy in the visual world.

It's such fun to be making things that 
probably won't last very long!

Susan Holmes 

Puriri tree - Susan Holmes

Every year the collective of the 
Gisborne Artists, Potters and 
Photographers Societies unmasks an 
abundance of fresh work. This year the 
annual exhibition featuring the various 
art groups will celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of Lysnar House Studios. 
This iconic centre point is well known 
for artists coming together, attending 
committee meetings, group activities, 
workshops, and ‘studio’ exhibitions.

‘Lysnar House’ has an illustrious history, 
from its construction in the late1800s 
as a luxurious domicile and home 
for the Lysnar family. To a museum, 
an institution of care and a home for 
artwork, and objects from the natural 
world, local history and science.

Today, Lysnar House is still a home, 
now morphed into a studio space, a 
multipurpose workplace and a haven 
for the local art community and 
affiliated art groups and artists. 

Come in, check out the exhibits and 
enjoy this year’s exhibition, support 
local art and support the creative 
fraternity associated with Lysnar House 
Studios. 

Aline Curtis

Lysnar House

Family Affair – The Next Generation
Gary Underdown, Colin Underdown, 
Holly Aymes

5 September 2026 – 29 November 2026
Opens 5:30pm 4 September 2026

It was last century in September 1994 
when we, Phyllis, Gary and Colin 
had our last joint family exhibition - 
Underdown Trio. This latest exhibition 
introduces the next generation with 
Colin’s daughter Holly we have pooled 
our creative efforts to pay homage to 
the legacy of our mother, grandmother 
and artist, Phyllis Underdown. We 
have given ourselves the opportunity 
to explore a variety of art making 
processes, often in isolation but 
resulting in an affinity with the artworks 
we have produced.

The passage of time has enabled each 
to reflect on an art practice in a positive 
manner. Themes, ideas and images 
recur creating a dialogue between the 
old and the new.

This exhibition is a celebration of all of 
these moments.

Painting, ceramics and prints.

Kua ea te Wairua - Holly Aymes Light No Fires - Clayton Gibson

‘Girls Don’t Surf’ ‘Yeah Right’
(growing up in the surf town of 
Gisborne in the 1970s)
Clayton Gibson
17 October 2026 – 17 January 2027
Opens 5:30pm 16 October 2026

Speaking With Intent
Julie Connolly, Ceramics

7 November 2026 – 31 January 2027
Opens 5:30pm 6 November 2026

A Record of Life
The Jill Carlyle Collection

21 Novemmber 2026 – 30 MAy 2027
Opens 5:30pm 20 November 2026

This exhibition is a light-hearted, 
humorous and sometimes bleak look 
at what it was like to grow up in the 
Gisborne surf culture in the 1970s. A 
time of 501 Jeans, Twin Fins, Friday 
Night Shopping and the emergence 
of Disco and Punk Rock Music. Sun 
bleached hair, tanned and blistered 
bodies and rusty old cars were the 
norm. The surf culture was misogynistic 
in nature where girls were definitely 
discouraged from surfing and the 
powers that be discouraged surfing 
altogether.

Each painting is accompanied by a 
short story or poem written by the artist 
Clayton Gibson. These stories provide 
an insight into how the artist navigated 
these years as a teenager, growing up.

Clayton Gibson likes to make artwork 
that is easy for the viewer to “get”, 
art works that resonate with people 
and starts conversation. His work is 
usually populated with references 
from Aotearoa history and cultural 
experiences drawn from his interaction 
with others who share his love of the 
ocean and coastal communities. 

The black of industry, maritime red and 
the white of sea foam make up the 
palette that colours Julie Connolly’s 
exhibition of hand-built ceramics, 
Speaking With Intent.

The Gisborne artist’s first solo show, 
Intent continues her unpicking of an 
upbringing in a commercial fishing 
family, living on the hills overlooking 
the busy port of Nelson.

The clanking of chains, the rumble 
of rock-forms and dark, angular 
landscapes form the visual language of 
her trawl through a 1970s childhood 
steeped in fishing lore.

It was a history touched on in pieces 
she last year exhibited as part of a 
group exhibition.

And now it is revisited in an even more 
considered manner, hence the name 
of her new solo show, Speaking With 
Intent.

“As a Pakeha kid growing up in the 
1970s, I wasn’t really conscious of a 
deliberate sense of culture or place,” 
she says.

“It has taken until adulthood for me to 
realise that fishing is a big part of my 
culture and, even all these years later, 
Nelson still holds a big place in my 
heart.”

Jill Carlyle lived, breathed and 
photographed the East Coast region 
in the late 1900s. Her images hang in 
households from Gisborne to Te Araroa. 
They have been printed in magazines, 
calendars, postcards and books. They 
have been collected by museums and 
galleries.

Jill carried her camera to all special 
occasions and the everyday 
happenings. Street life, Marae life, beach 
life, church life and landscapes are all 
covered and shown in this extensive 
exhibition survey.

Jill placed most of her negatives in the 
Tairāwhiti Museum before her untimely 
death in 2023. After which, her family 
generously donated all her material to 
the museum.

Now, we have a time to revisit her 
lifetime of image making and celebrate 
her recording of life on the East Coast.

Boulder bank vessels - Julie Connolly Tuparoa Church - Jill Carlyle

It’s a sad day when a facility closes 
its doors but, at their AGM in August, 
members of Friends of Tairāwhiti 
Museum were stoked to learn the 
museum would be shut for a weekend 
that same month.

The closure was to make room for the 
installation of new carpet in the foyer 
and concourse areas . . . a much-needed 
upgrade for the first spaces manuhiri 
see when they call in for a visit.

That was in addition to earlier works 
carried out at the museum both inside 
(like the repair of a rain-damaged wall) 
and out (new roofing to stop that 
damage from happening again).

These were long-overdue big-ticket 
items for which the museum team had 
to be creative around both funding and 
design, so big ups to them for that.
And while the Friends certainly don’t 
have the budget to chip in, we are 
delighted to help take the pressure 
off when it comes to the regular 
purchasing of works for the collection, 
and the organising of the occasional 
event.

Of course, none of this would happen 
without you and we’re grateful for the 
continued support of our subscriber 
members.

Feel free to join the club! Just pop 
into the museum to sign up, or look 
up the Friends portion of the website 
(tairawhitimuseum.org.nz).

Mā te huruhuru ka rere te manu . . . 
“adorn the bird with feathers so it may 
soar”.
 
Kristine Walsh
(Chair, FoTM)

My name is Aline Curtis, and I have just 
celebrated my one-year anniversary 
as Kaiwhakahiato Taonga (Collection 
Manager) at Tairāwhiti Museum.

This year has been filled with enriching 
experiences and opportunities for 
learning, immersing me in an entirely 
new museum environment shaped 
by different concepts, values, and 
perspectives. Coming from a European 
background and training, managing 
a bicultural collection and taking part 
in local events, taonga repatriations, 
and community celebrations has 
transformed my understanding of 
Collection Care.

Taonga Māori are living heritage and 
reconnecting them with their people 
and whenua is fundamental. In this 
context, the museum as an institution 
moves beyond its traditional role to 
become a supporter and partner, 
helping to facilitate these relationships 
while ensuring the physical wellbeing 
of the taonga is respected and cared 
for. Care is guided not only by scientific 
knowledge but also by cultural, 
emotional, and social understandings. 
Taonga exists because of their 
whakapapa connections with their 
whānau and communities.

Here, we do not care for collections as 
individuals but collectively, with each 
person contributing their knowledge, 
experience, and expertise. I have 
learned so much from the team at 
Tairāwhiti Museum and from the 
wider community, and I look forward 
to contributing to the many exciting 
projects ahead.

Aline Curtis


