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Exhibitions, News & Events

EXHIBIT CAFE

Our shop holds a fabulous range of product to choose from and we continue to 
add new items. Whether you are looking for a gift, wanting to send something 
overseas or buy a treat for yourself, there is something for everyone. 

We believe there are some wonderful choices for all occasions, so do come and 
have a look. As always, the museum continues to support local artists including 
Seymour May, Julia Gould and Michael Stammers. All purchases at the museum 
shop provide funding for the museum so not only can you buy a fabulous present, 
but also support the museum at the same time. Friends of the Museum receive a 
10% discount on all purchases (excluding sales).

SHOP

Great coffee, teas, smoothies, and freshly prepared food.  Exhibit Café is open for 
morning tea and lunch.  Enjoy fresh and seasonal counter food or select from the 
blackboard menu.  Gluten free and vegetarian options also available on request. 
Enjoy the sun on the deck with views of the river and park, or inside all year round 
in air-conditioned comfort.

Exhibit Cafe also offers catering services.

10% discount for Friends of the Museum
Opening hours:  9.00am to 2.00pm Monday to Friday
	           Saturday, Sunday closed
Open during the holiday period. Closed on statutory holidays.

For café enquiries, bookings and 
catering contact:
Brenda Reid at  Tairāwhiti Museum on 
(06) 867 3832 ext 812
Mob: 027 765 5509 
email: the_reidz@hotmail.co.nz

H B WILLIAMS MEMORIAL LIBRARY
FROM THE DIRECTOR

You can now purchase museum publications from our new online shop.
www.tairawhitimuseum.org.nz

 TAIRĀWHITI MUSEUM ENDOWMENT FUND

www.tairawhitimuseum.org.nz

 CONNECT AND SHARE WITH US ONLINE

@tairawhitimuseumgisborne	

www.tairawhitimuseum.org.nz

Review us on TripadvisorTairāwhiti Museum

tairawhiti_museum #tairawhitimuseum

Thank you to our exhibition preview sponsors

Search the museum collection online 
www.collection.tairawhitimuseum.org.nz/explore

Museum Trust Board Chair, Paora Tibble, GDC Mayor Rehette 
Stoltz, Museum Maintenance Officer, Jonty Hall, Museum  
Director, Tapunga Nepe and Wesley Nomell  of Rapcon Roofing..

Please sign up to our e-news, check our website or follow us on our social media 
pages for the most up-to-date information on museum events.  

 UPCOMING EVENTS

Tairāwhiti Museum has established an endowment fund with The Sunrise 
Foundation to support collection development and care. We are grateful to 
Michael and Ann Muir for making a donation to establish the fund; and to Les 
McGreevy, who when he passed away in 2019 left a generous bequest to the 
museum which has now also been transferred to the fund.

Any donation you make will be invested, protected and grown each year, with 
surplus investment income granted back to the museum annually.  If you would 
like more information call Glenda at the Sunrise Foundation 06 867 7939 or visit 
www.sunrisefoundation.org.nz or www.tairawhitimuseum.org.nz. 

If you are interested in exhibiting your tiny artworks, please visit us or enquire at 
info@gpl.govt.nz

Additionally if you are seeking something creative, educational, or simply a place 
to connect, there’s plenty happening at the library this winter for all ages to enjoy. 
Bring your whānau along, explore what’s on offer, and make the most of what your 
library has to share.

Nau mai haere mai

Prepared by Lois Haddon – Library Service Leader

Matariki is a special time for reflection, remembrance and renewal. As the Matariki 
stars rise, we acknowledge those who have gone before us, celebrate the 
achievements of our people, and set our sights on the opportunities that lie ahead.

This year we remember the recent passing of great leaders, including Sir Tipene 
Reedy and Sir Hirini Moko Mead. Through their wisdom, scholarship and lifelong 
commitment to te ao Māori and the cultural identity of Aotearoa, they have left an 
enduring legacy that continues to guide and inspire future generations.

We also take this opportunity to celebrate members of our community whose 
achievements deserve recognition. Congratulations to Baye Riddell on receiving 
the Officer of the New Zealand Order of Merit (ONZM) and to Dr Steve Gibbs on the 
completion of his PhD. 

One of our key priorities this year has been ensuring the long-term care and 
protection of the taonga we house and display. Significant progress has been made 
on the museum’s roof works project, addressing long-standing issues with the 
building and helping safeguard both our collections and visitors for generations 
to come. We are deeply grateful to Gisborne District Council, Trust Tairāwhiti, the 
Mangatawa Beale Williams Memorial Trust and Rapcon Roofing for their invaluable 
support, expertise and partnership throughout this important work. With also 
special mention to our museum staff, including our Maintenance Officer, Jonty Hall.

As part of the project, our Watersheds Gallery has temporarily closed. While this 
allowed the roof-works to commence it also provided an exciting opportunity to 
refresh the gallery, we look forward to re-opening this gallery at the end of August 
this year.

We are honoured to celebrate the recent repatriation of Te Aitanga-a-Hauiti 
ancestress Hinematioro from the University of Tübingen, Germany. This significant 
homecoming reminds us of our responsibilities as kaitiaki and the importance of 
reconnecting taonga with their people. As part of our Matariki celebrations this year, 
we warmly invite the community to the opening of Hinematioro – He Ihu Tō Mai nō 
Te Pō on Thursday 9 July, 10am.

As we gather to mark Matariki, we thank our supporters, partners, staff and 
volunteers for their ongoing commitment to preserving and sharing the stories of 
Tairāwhiti.

Ngā mihi nui me ngā manaakitanga
Tapunga Nepe

As the cooler months settle in and the year reaches its midpoint, the library 
remains a warm and welcoming space for our community. 

One special spot to check out is our Tiny Gallery. A small but vibrant exhibition 
space located at the Peel Street entrance. Showcasing regularly changing displays 
from local artists, creatives, and community groups, it offers a unique opportunity 
to experience art and storytelling in an unexpected setting.

The Tiny Gallery plays an important role in bringing colour, creativity, and life into 
the city centre. Positioned in a high-visibility public space, it invites passers-by to 
pause, discover something new, and engage with the creativity of our community.

With exhibitions refreshed every two months, there’s always something different to 
see, making it worth checking out each time you visit the library. 

The gallery also provides an accessible platform for local voices and emerging 
artists to share their work in a welcoming, inclusive environment.

Te Pou o Hinematioro



EXHIBITIONS AND EVENTS : June 2026 - August 2026

Places and Faces

Long-term Exhibitions

Watersheds | Ngā Wai Pupū
Encounter famous people, 
significant events, interesting places 
and wonderful objects that tell the 
stories of arrival, survival, struggle 
and transformation which have 
shaped Tairāwhiti.

Te Moana Maritime Gallery
Glimpse into 1000 years of maritime 
myths, legends, stories and 
development in the Tairāwhiti East 
Coast region.

The Star of Canada 
Explore the two-storied wheel-
house and captain’s cabin of the Star 
of Canada, a cargo steamer wrecked 
on rocks on the Gisborne foreshore 
on 23 June 1912.

Wyllie Cottage 
Visit Wyllie Cottage, the oldest 
European house still standing in the 
Gisborne area. Recently restored 
with new displays.

Kāhui Tara - Ngaire Tuhua

New Old

Every month the museum receives 
generous offers of material to be 
added to it’s collections.  New Old is a 
cross section of some of the historic 
photographs the museum has had 
donated over the last five years. We 
have made a selection to show the 
broad variety of images that have
extend our already diverse collection.

Fred Foster found a way to make 
a dollar. Well pre-decimal pounds 
actually. His plan was to learn how to 
use a camera and make photographs. 
That accomplished he took his 
camera and his sale like charms to 
his neighbourhood. Knocking on the 
doors of homes, many newly built, he 
would talk the lady of the house into 
have her and her family photographed 
in front of their home.

This exhibition displays the results of 
those whom posed for Foster in the 
early 1900s.

Friends of  Tairāwhiti Museum

Ā Mua
Melanie Tangaere Baldwin

3  April 2026 – 12 Juy 2026

This exhibition is the first showing 
of work that was made while I was 
resident at the Yorkshire Sculpture Park 
(UK) in November/December 2024.

The residency allowed me time to 
consider the history of the British class 
system, of colonialism, of material, of 
human labour and mineral extraction, 
of capitalism, of solidarity and mutual 
aid, of process and outcomes. It made 
me think about who gets to live in a 
world of follies and pleasure gardens....
and what lies ahead. 

In a time when I feel worried often and 
wonder how safe the world is and will 
be for my tamariki – I find peace in the 
skill and labour of hand stitching, of 
slowly bringing things together.

I would like this exhibition to provide 
space for peaceful contemplation.

In 2024 I had the honour of being 
kaitiaki of the handsewn kākahu 
collection of Ainu artist Akemi Shimada. 
Akemi passed away in 2025 and I want 
to acknowledge her influence on the 
way I think about about handsewing 
and the connections it can create.

Matekite 2 (detail)

Teleological Destination
Heart Brain Coherence 
Expanding Consciousness 
Tish Scott

18 April 2026 – 26 Juy 2026

Morphic Resonance is the collective 
memory influences of form and 
behaviour via nonlocal fields where 
individual minds tap into shared 
patterns. 

These fields provide blueprints not just 
of DNA but of mental fields - implying 
that consciousness isn't just internal 
but extends into subtle interconnected 
fields of ‘patterns”.

“I explore these fields within my 
consciousness and in my works”. Tish 
Scott

Biologist Rupert Sheldrake proposed 
that "morphic fields,” hold a collective 
memory that influences development 
and behaviour across species through 
a non-local process called morphic 
resonance. These new forms that 
spread throughout nature, are not just 
related to genetics. Mainstream biology 
generally views morphogenetic fields 
as local cellular interactions, while 
Sheldrake's idea suggests broader, 
species-wide, non-genetic information 
transfer.  

Once Consciousness is restored 
through the fundamentals, we are 
able, to understand what we are and 
that we exist and see through the 
illusion of existence by tapping into 
morphogenetic waves of frequency 
bands.

Disolving Identity

ANCESTRY & IDENTITY:
Portraiture's origins & later develop-
ments

6 June 2026 – 16 August 20

This exhibition, guest curated by Peter 
Ireland, consists of images from the 
Museum's collection augmented by 
loans from across the local community. 
The main aim is to trace the tradition 
of portraiture from c.6000 BCE to 
the present. The many works in the 
exhibition will be divided into three 
sections: Origins, The Tradition and 
Contemporary Developments. 

Origins will consist mainly of images 
as reproductions both on the walls 
and in adjacent vitrines. The Tradition 
illuminates the standard forms of 
portraiture from the 17th century,  
tracing particularly on the huge 
impact of photography on portrayal 
from the middle of the 19th century. 
Contemporary Developments closes 
the show with examples illustrating 
the discussion around the nature of 
portraiture beginning in the 1980s.

We now regard likeness to be the 
essential quality of a successful portrait, 
but this is only a relatively recent 
expectation - in the Western tradition it 
goes back only about 500 years - and in 
other traditions, such as the Polynesian, 
it's more recent, influenced by the 
Western tradition over the past 200 
years. Earlier portraiture was essentially 
symbolic, illustrating the subject's status, 
political or religious, rather than what 
they may have actually looked like.

Pine Taiapa - Nigel Brown 2002.83

Oil on canvas 

MAHI TAHI 
Gisborne Printmakers 
50 years 1976-2026

13 June 2026 – 30 August 2026

MAHI TAHI embodies collaboration, 
cooperativeness, shared responsibility, 
and unity. The Gisborne Printmakers 
are a working collective who hand 
press prints celebrating the range of 
printmaking processes they use to 
express their art. 

From the time Penny Ormerod taught 
a course on zinc etching in 1976, and 
said “We can’t stop now”, there has been 
a continuous group of printmakers in 
Lysnar House Studios. Prints in this Mahi 
Tahi exhibition were created by the 
current 20 members. Also included are 
guest printmakers Carole Shepheard 
and Lynn Taylor, who have travelled 
to Gisborne on many occasions to run 
workshops building skills in our region. 

Foundation members Jean Johnston, 
the late Norman Maclean and the late 
Phyllis Underdown, all High School art 
teachers in 1976, have been integral 
in maintaining a strong cohesiveness 
amongst the members over the last 50 
years. A recent legacy in memory of the 
late Penny Ormerod has enabled the 
group to import a new state of the art 
etching press providing a solid base for 
a strong future.

In the spirit of Mahi Tahi, this 
celebration exhibition has encouraged 
members to meet regularly, always 
with a pot of tea- to share printmaking 
techniques, ideas, and processes, as 
well as learn from each other.

Atlantic Challenge -Ninja Helmling 
Mezzotint print

Te Pou o Hinematioro – 
He Ihu tō mai nō te Pō

Opens 10:00 am -  9 July 2026

This exhibition celebrates the return 
to Te Aitanga a Hauiti of the Pou o 
Hinematioro.  The pou left Ūawa in 
1769 on board the Endeavour, and 
after many years in private collections, 
became part of the Ethnological 
Collection of the University of Tübingen.

The pou was exhibited in 1977, but 
it was not until 1996 that the curator 
Volker Harms was able to identify 
it.  Now fully aware of the pou’s 
importance, he set about making its 
whereabouts known.   

In 2008 a Toi Hauiti delegation made 
contact with Harms, and travelled to 
Tübingen to reunite with their ancestor.  
This was the beginning of an extensive 
relationship building exercise, enabling 
connections, networks, influences 
and strong bonds.  Te Aitanga a Hauiti 
travelled to Europe again in 2009 and 
2011, and in 2019 Hinematioro was 
welcomed back to Ūawa, after which 
she was displayed in the Tairāwhit 
Museum as part of the Tū te Whaihanga 
exhibition, along with other taonga 
which had left on board the Endeavour 
in 1769.  At the end of the exhibition, 
Hinematioro returned to Germany, 
but the connection between Hauiti 
and Tübingen was maintained.  This 
culminated in a jointly curated 
exhibition, Te Pou o Hinematioro 
(2025-26), at Hohentübingen Castle.  
Kaitiakitanga of the pou was formally 
handed over on 29 March 2026, and 
Hinematioro returned home, this time 
for good.

Te Pou o Hinematioro

Kāhui Tara 
Ngaire Tuhua

18 July 2026 – 11 October 2026
Opens 5:30pm 17 July 2026

Gisborne Artists, Potters and 
Photographers’ Annual exhibition.
Lysnar House Studios 
50th anniversary
29 August 2026 – 15 November 2026
Opens 5:30pm 28 August 2026

Floating Images
Susan Holmes

1 August 2026 – 1 November 2026
Opens 5:30pm 31 July 2026

Through my experiences of becoming, 
these works held a space suspended 
in time where I could retreat, dream, 
contemplate, and learn.

Kāhui Tara is a visual articulation 
of whakaaro formed through the 
imagining of Takapau: a style of peha 
design created uniquely and exclusively 
for wahine. This exhibition serves as a 
doorway into its existence, reiterating 
kōrero tuku iho that speak to the 
transformative transitions wahine 
experience throughout their lives, and 
the whakapapa carried within those 
moments of becoming.

These works would not exist without 
the aroha of my whānau, Tohunga Tā 
Derek Lardelli, te whānau whānui o 
Toihoukura, and the wahine who have 
contributed to the whare tangata 
presented here.  E aku rangatira, kua 
whakairihia ake taku manawa ki runga 
hei tāwharau i o rahi, kia tae rawa te wā 
ka huri te rau ōue.

Kei ngā mana whaktiketike, whakaeke 
mai ki te poho o tōkū whare o koronga 
i te whatu.

Piki mai, kake mai, whakatau mai rā.

About ten years ago when I was 
travelling in Tasmania with a group 
of textile artists, I  was lucky enough 
to be given a gossamer-light bundle 
of exquisite flax paper that had been 
hand-made in a Mark Lander workshop. 
At the time I had no idea what I could 
do with it and stashed it away among 
other treasures until 'later'. Well time is 
running out and it was calling to me .... 
So, what I've done is dare to cut it and 
paint on it with India ink...

The paintings arising are random 
images that I've either sketched or 
captured on my phone over the years. 
They are like thoughts, ephemeral but 
recurring and developing. They express 
my joy in the visual world.

It's such fun to be making things that 
probably won't last very long!

Susan Holmes 

Puriri tree - Susan Holmes

Every year the collective of the 
Gisborne Artists, Potters and 
Photographers Societies unmasks an 
abundance of fresh work. This year the 
annual exhibition featuring the various 
art groups will celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of Lysnar House Studios. 
This iconic centre point is well known 
for artists coming together, attending 
committee meetings, group activities, 
workshops, and ‘studio’ exhibitions.

‘Lysnar House’ has an illustrious history, 
from its construction in the late1800s 
as a luxurious domicile and home 
for the Lysnar family. To a museum, 
an institution of care and a home for 
artwork, and objects from the natural 
world, local history and science.

Today, Lysnar House is still a home, 
now morphed into a studio space, a 
multipurpose workplace and a haven 
for the local art community and 
affiliated art groups and artists. 

Come in, check out the exhibits and 
enjoy this year’s exhibition, support 
local art and support the creative 
fraternity associated with Lysnar House 
Studios. 

Roof Works

The Friends of Tairāwhiti Museum 
committee will soon announce its 
Winter Artist Talks for the new season 
and we’re stoked at how well these 
events have been supported thus far.

We’ve also made some significant 
purchases for the museum collection; 
we continue to support the publication 
of the museum’s quarterly newsletter; 
and we’re delighted with our new 
project, sponsoring EIT Toihoukura 
Maori art school’s annual Ruanuku Art 
Award.

Of course, none of this would happen 
without you and we’re grateful for the 
continued support of our subscriber 
members.

Subscriptions for the next year are due 
from June 1, 2026 and there’s a couple 
of changes we’d like you to know about:

1) Individual membership remains the 
same at $30;

2) Family membership has a marginal 
rise (to $50);

3) To reduce complex admin, we’ve 
done away with the business 
membership. (Though we’d love to see 
our valued business supporters remain 
on board, perhaps with one or two 
family subscriptions.)

Your ongoing patronage enables the 
Friends Of Tairāwhiti Museum to keep 
up the good work in supporting your 
incredible regional arts institution, and 
we could not be more grateful. We look 
forward to your support over the next 
year!

Mā te huruhuru ka rere te manu.
 
Kristine Walsh
(Chair, FoTM)

Lysnar House


